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PASTOR RICK WARREN, SADDLEBACK CHURCH: Welcome thea Saddleback Civil Forum on
the Presidency. | guess you got my invitation. ¥here in Saddleback Church in Lake Forest,
California. Tonight, we're going to use the intewiformat with these two candidates. We believiaén
separation of church and state, but we do not\mliethe separation of faith and politics, becdagé
is just a world view, and everybody has some kihgiarld view. It's important to know what they are.

Now, what | decided is to allow for proper companisl'm going to ask identical questions to each of
these candidates. So you can compare apples tesapyow, Senator Obama is going to go first. We
flipped a coin, and we have safely placed Sena€&mh in a cone of silence. Now, each of the
interviews will be segmented into four differentsens. We're going to look at four different thing
and the number of questions answered in each segwiedepend on how succinct the senator is.

| have to tell you up front, both of these guys manefriends. | don't happen to agree with everyghin
each of them teach or believe, but they both caeply about America. They're both patriots. And/the
have very different views on how America can bergjthened. In America, we've got to learn to
disagree without demonizing each other and we teeegktore civility -- Yes. We need to restore
civility in our civil discourse, and that's the ¢ofthe Saddleback Civil Forum.

So let's get started. And will you welcome Sen8@rack Obama.

Thank you. Good to see you.

SEN BARACK OBAMA (D), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Goodo see you.
WARREN: Thank you for being here.

OBAMA: Thank you. Pretty good crowd you've got here

WARREN: We're going to talk about four differensuges tonight, Barack. The first issue is on
leadership.

OBAMA: All right.

WARREN: These first set of questions deal with ypersonal life as a leader, and I'm not going to do
this with any other segment. But as a pastor,gitesome verses that have to do with leadershig. An
the first issue is the area of listening. There/er@e in proverbs that says, "fools think theytnee
advice but wise listen to other people.” Who aeettiree wisest people you know in your life, andwh
are you going to rely on heavily in your adminititra?

OBAMA: First of all, let me thank you for having here, Rick.



WARREN: You're welcome.

OBAMA: | love the ministries that are taking pldoere at Saddleback. This is the second time | have
been here. The first time we had a wonderful tideluding you of course --

WARREN: And your wife.

OBAMA: | was going to say -- you know, there arensany people that are constantly helping to shape
my views and my opinions. You mentioned one pefsbhe listening to, and that's Michelle, my wife,
who is not only wise, but she's honest. And onghefthings you need, I think, any leader needs is
somebody who can get up in your face and say bmyrgally screwed that one up. You really blew
that.

WARREN: Your wife's like that, too?

OBAMA: So that's very helpful. Another person imtltategory is my grandmother, is an extraordinary
woman. She never went to college. She worked amebbr assembly line during World War li while

my grandfather was away, came back, got a jobsasmetary and worked her way up to become a bank
vice president before she retired. And she's a geynded, common sense, no fuss, no frills kind of
person. When I've got big decisions | often checWith her. Now in terms of the administrations or
how | would approach the presidency, | don't tHidkestrict myself to three people. There are jeop
like Sam Nunn, a Democrat, or Dick Lugar, a Remauii who I'd listen to on foreign policy. On
domestic policy, I've got friends ranging from Tkeennedy to Tom Colburn, who don't necessarily
agree on a lot of things, but who both have a sendesire to see this country improve.

What | found is very helpful to me is to have al¢alvhere a lot of different points of view are
represented, and where | can sit and poke andgmddsk them questions, so that any blind spots |
have or predispositions that | have, that my assiampare challenged. And | think that that's
extraordinarily important.

WARREN: OK, all right. Let's talk about persondé&liThe Bible says that integrity and love are the
basis of leadership. This is a tough question. Wimatld be, looking over your life -- everybody'stgo
weaknesses. Nobody's perfect -- would be the ggeateral failure in your life? And what would beeth
greatest moral failure of America?

OBAMA: Well, in my own life I'd break it up in st&g. | had a difficult youth. My father wasn't ireth
house. I've written about this. You know, thereaviames where | experimented with drugs. | drank in
my teenage years. And what | traced this to isreaiteselfishness on my part. | was so obsessdd wit
me and, you know, the reasons that | might be ti&$tal that | couldn't focus on other people. And
think the process for me of growing up was to retog that it's not about me. It's about --

WARREN: | like that. | like that.

OBAMA: Absolutely. So -- but look, you know, when-lwhen | find myself taking the wrong step, |
think a lot of times it's because I'm trying to t@at myself instead of trying to do god's work.

WARREN: Fundamental selfishness.



OBAMA: So that | think is my own failure.
WARREN: What about America?

WARREN: | think America's greatest moral failureny lifetime has been that we still don't abide by
that basic precept in Matthew that whatever yodiodahe least of my brothers, you do for me, arat th
notion of -- that basic principle applies to poyeit applies to racism and sexism. It appliesytny
know, not having -- not thinking about providingltkers of opportunity for people to get into the dhéd
class. There's a pervasive sense, | think, thatctintry, as wealthy and powerful as we are,duiti't
spend enough time thinking about the least of us.

WARREN: We've talked about this before, about tkmon good, and the common ground and
common good. Can you give me an example of a tigeu know, I've seen that a lot of good

legislation gets killed because of party loyaltanG/ou give me a good example where you went aigains
party loyalty, and maybe even win against your test interest, for the good of America?

OBAMA: Well, you know, I'll give you an example than fact, | worked with John McCain on, and

that was the issue of campaign ethics reform arahfie reform. That wasn't probably in my interest o
his, for that matter, because the truth was thtt Bemocrats and Republicans sort of like the statu
guo. And | was new to the Senate and didn't nedgssagender a lot of popularity when | started
saying, you know, we're going to eliminate meald gifts from corporate lobbyists. | remember one of
my colleagues, whose name will be unmentioned, s, where do you expect us to eat, McDonald's?
| thought, well, actually, a lot of your constitusiprobably do eat at McDonald's, so that woulda't

such a bad thing.

But | think that we were able to get a bill pastaat hasn't made Washington perfect, but at lesst h
started moving things forward. | guess the othangxe where I'm not sure that this was a -- mor@ of
partisan issue, but it was something | felt vergulge, was when | opposed the initial decision targo
war in Irag. That was not a popular view at theetitAnd | was just starting my campaign for the Bdit
States Senate. And | think there were a lot of feao advised me, you should be cautious. This is
going to be successful. The president has a vetydgproval rating and you could end up losing the
election as a consequence of this.

WARREN: Let me ask it this way. A lot of times caaates are accused of flip-flopping, but actually
sometimes flip-flopping is smart because you atplave decided on a better position based on
knowledge that you didn't have.

OBAMA: Right.

WARREN: What's the most significant position youdhien years ago that you no longer hold today,
that you flipped on, you changed on, because ytuiahy see it differently?

OBAMA: Because | actually changed my mind.
WARREN: You changed your mind. Exactly.
OBAMA: Well, you know, | -- I'm trying to think bdcten years ago. | think that a good example would

be the issue of welfare reform, where | alwaysdweld that welfare had to be changed. | was much
more concerned ten years ago when President Chnitoadly signed the bill that this could have



disastrous results. | worked in the lllinois legtsire to make sure that we were providing chile @ard
health care, other support services for the womenm wiere going to be kicked off the roles after a
certain time.

It had -- it worked better than, | think, a lotmdople anticipated. And, you know, one of the thitiat
| am absolutely convinced of is that we have tolknas a centerpiece of any social policy.

WARREN: OK.

OBAMA: Not only because -- not only because ultielapeople who work are going to get more
income, but the intrinsic dignity of work, the seraf purpose.

WARREN: We were made for work.

OBAMA: We were made for work, and the sense thatg® part of a community, because you're
making a contribution, no matter how small to thedlseing of the country as a whole. | think that i
something that Democrats generally, | think, hawelena significant shift on.

WARREN: What's the most significant -- let me asthis way. What's the most gut-wrenching decision
you ever had to make and how did you process thatrhe to that decision?

OBAMA: Well, you know, I think the opposition toghwar in Iraq was as tough a decision as I've had
to make. Not only because there were political eqnsences, but also because Saddam Hussein was a
real bad person, and there was no doubt that hatrAeaerica ill. But | was firmly convinced at the

time that we did not have strong evidence of weamfmmass destruction, and there were a lot of
guestions that, as | spoke to experts, kept onrmgnup. Do we know how the Shia and the Sunni and
the Kurds are going to get along in a post-Saddamaten? What's our assessment as to how this will
affect the battle against terrorists like al Qaeda®e we finished the job in Afghanistan?

So | agonized over that. And | think that questiohwar and peace generally are so profound. You
know, when you meet the troops, they're 19, 20y&dr-old kids, and you're putting them into harm's
way. There is a solemn obligation that you do eWng you can to get that decision right. And naw,
the war went forward, there are difficult decisi@mout how long do you keep on funding the war, if
you strongly believe that it's not in America'sioaal interest. At the same time, you don't wartidwe
troops who are out there without the equipment tresd.

So all those questions surrounding the war have tegy difficult for me.
WARREN: We'll be back and we're going to talk abeotld view in the next section.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

WARREN: Everybody's got a world view, a BuddhisBaptist, a secularist, an atheist, everybody's got
a world view. | wrote or invited people who get redgtter to write in their questions. We have about
200,000 questions that came in. And | only haveif@@is section. So no matter how you answer these
world view questions, somebody's not going to itkbecause we're all different kinds of world veew

in America. But as -- people want to know what yearrld view is. So as we go through this, these
mine fields, let's just kind of tick them off, th@ne fields of America.



The first one is Christianity. Now, you've madedoubts about your faith in Jesus Christ. What does
that mean to you? What does it mean to you to inuShrist? And what does that mean to you on a
daily basis? What does that really look like?

OBAMA: As a starting point, it means | believe kthat Jesus Christ died for my sins, and that | am
redeemed through him. That is a source of streagthsustenance on a daily basis. Yes, | know that |
don't walk alone. And | know that if | can get miysmut of the way, that | can maybe carry out imso
small way what he intends. And it means that ttsise that | have on a fairly regular basis, hopgful
will be washed away.

But what it also means, I think, is a sense ofgailon to embrace not just words, but through detbds
expectations, | think, that god has for us. And thaans thinking about the least of these. It means
acting -- well, acting justly, and loving mercy,dawalking humbly with our god. And that -- | think
trying to apply those lessons on a daily basisykng that you're going to fall a little bit shoe&h day,
and then being able to kind of take note and sayimg, that didn't quite work out the way | thiitk
should have, but maybe | can get a little bit biettagives me the confidence to try things, inéchgl
things like running for president, where you'rergpio screw up once in a while.

WARREN: Yes. Let's go through the tough ones. Nihv,most --
OBAMA: | thought that was pretty tough.

WARREN: That was a freebie. That was a gimme. Wt a gimme, OK? Now, let's deal with
abortion; 40 million abortions since Roe v. Wads.apastor, | have to deal with this all of thegjrall
of the pain and all of the conflicts. | know thssa very complex issue. Forty million abortionsyaiat
point does a baby get human rights, in your view?

OBAMA: Well, you know, I think that whether you'teoking at it from a theological perspective or a
scientific perspective, answering that questiomwsjecificity, you know, is above my pay grade.

WARREN: Have you --

OBAMA: But let me just speak more generally abdwt issue of abortion, because this is something
obviously the country wrestles with. One thing thatabsolutely convinced of is that there is a ahor
and ethical element to this issue. And so | thimkbedy who tries to deny the moral difficulties and
gravity of the abortion issue, | think, is not payiattention. So that would be point number one.

But point number two, | am pro-choice. | believeRoe v. Wade, and | come to that conclusion not
because I'm pro-abortion, but because, ultimata@gn't think women make these decisions casuklly.
think they -- they wrestle with these things infprnd ways, in consultation with their pastorstaeit
spouses or their doctors or their family membersd 80, for me, the goal right now should be -- and
this is where | think we can find common grounddAiy the way, I've now inserted this into the
Democratic party platform, is how do we reducertbmber of abortions? The fact is that although we
have had a president who is opposed to abortiontbedast eight years, abortions have not gonendow
and that is something we have to address.

WARREN: Have you ever voted to limit or reduce dloms?

OBAMA: | am in favor, for example, of limits on kterm abortions, if there is an exception for the



mother's health. From the perspective of those aveqro-life, | think they would consider that
inadequate, and | respect their views. One oftimgs that I've always said is that on this paléicu
issue, if you believe that life begins at concaptiten -- and you are consistent in that belrefntl
can't argue with you on that, because that is @ issue of faith for you.

What | can do is say, are there ways that we cak wegether to reduce the number of unwanted
pregnancies, so that we actually are reducinge¢hsesthat women are seeking out abortions. And as a
example of that, one of the things that I've talabdut is how do we provide the resources thawallo
women to make the choice to keep a child. You kriwave we given them the health care that they
need? Have we given them the support serviceshtbgineed? Have we given them the options of
adoption that are necessary? That can make a gedifierence.

WARREN: There's a lot more I'd like to ask on th&e have 15 other questions here. Define marriage.

OBAMA: | believe that marriage is the union betweeman and a woman. Now, for me as a Christian -
- for me -- for me as a Christian, it is also aredainion. God's in the mix. But --

WARREN: Would you support a Constitutional Amenditneith that definition?
OBAMA: No, | would not.
WARREN: Why not?

OBAMA: Because historically -- because historicalke have not defined marriage in our constitution.
It's been a matter of state law. That has beetradition. | mean, let's break it down. The reatiwt
people think there needs to be a constitutionalnament, some people believe, is because of the
concern that -- about same-sex marriage. | amormebody who promotes same-sex marriage, but | do
believe in civil unions. | do believe that we shibubt -- that for gay partners to want to visitleather

in the hospital for the state to say, you know whtat's all right, | don't think in any way inhiimy

core beliefs about what marriage are. | think mthfes strong enough and my marriage is strong
enough that | can afford those civil rights to eth@ven if | have a different perspective or ddfe

view.

WARREN: OK, how about this, what about stem ceW¢&’ve had this scientific break-through of
treating these pluarpotent (ph) stem cells in ackils. Do we still need federal funding for reseér
Would you still support that for embryo stem cells?

OBAMA: Keep in mind the way the stem cell legistatithat was vetoed by the president was
structured. What it said was you could only use mdbthat were about to be discarded, that had been
created as a consequence of attempts at in vitiibz@ion. There were very tightly circumscribed
mechanisms that were permitted. | think that that legitimate moral approach to take. If we aiego

to discard those embryos, and we know that thp&ntial research that could lead to curing
debilitating diseases, Alzheimer's, Lou Gherig'sdase, you know, if that possibility presents fitsel
then I think that we should, in a careful way, p@ad and pursue that research.

Now, if, in fact, adult stem cell lines are workipgst as well, then of course we should try to e\amy
kind of moral arguments that may be in place.

But | want to make a broader point, Pastor Rickanmssue like stem cell research. It's not likepgbe



who are in favor of stem cell research are goimgiiad thinking to themselves, you know, boy, letis g
destroy some embryos. All right? That's not thespective that | think people come to that issud on.
think what they say is, we would not tolerate aadion in which, you know, we're encouraging human
cloning or in some ways diminishing the sacredmé$siman life and what it means to be human. But
that in narrow circumstances, you know, there ihing inappropriate with us pursuing scientific
research that could lead to cures, so long as wetrdesigning embryos for that purpose.

WARREN: OK, we've got one last time -- I've gotunbh more, but let me ask you one about evil.
Does evil exist? And if it does, do we ignore it@ We negotiate with it? Do we contain it? Do we
defeat it?

OBAMA: Evil does exist. | mean, | think we see ealil the time. We see evil in Darfur. We see evil,
sadly, on the streets of our cities. We see eplarents who viciously abuse their children. | khirhas
to be confronted. It has to be confronted squaeaig, one of the things that | strongly believehat t
now, we are not going to, as individuals, be ablerase evil from the world. That is God's task,voel
can be soldiers in that process, and we can canfraimen we see it.

Now, the one thing that I think is very importasffor to us have some humility in how we approdneh t
issue of confronting evil, because a lot of elaben perpetrated based on the claim that we wangtr
to confront evil.

REV. RICK WARREN, SADDLEBACK CHURCH: In the name gbod.

OBAMA: In the name of good, and I think, you kname thing that's very important is having some
humility in recognizing that just because we thih&it our intentions are good, doesn't always mieai t
we're going to be doing good. - WARREN: OK. AllliigLet's move on to some domestic issues. Don't
give me your stump speech on these. Try to -dettrough it.

OBAMA: All right, this is hard. I've been stumpirigr a long time.
WARREN: | know it is.
OBAMA: All right.

WARREN: OK. The courts. Let me ask it this way. \Blhexisting Supreme Court justice would you
not have nominated?

OBAMA: That's a good one. That's a good one. | wawdt have nominated Clarence Thomas. [
applause | I don't think that he - | don't thinktthe was as strong enough jurist or legal thiakéne
time for that elevation, setting aside the fact thaofoundly disagree with his interpretationsadbt of
the Constitution. | would not nominate Justice Bcallthough | don't think there's any doubt abiuat
intellectual brilliance, because he and | just glisa. He taught at the University of Chicago, aisldn
the law school.

WARREN: How about John Roberts?
OBAMA: John Roberts, | have to say was a toughestjan only because | find him to be a very

compelling person, you know, in conversation indinally. He's clearly smart, very thoughtful. 1 will
tell you that how I've seen him operate since hetwethe bench confirms the suspicions that | duadi



the reason that | voted against him, and I'll giga one very specific instance and this is nouagt
speech.

WARREN: All right.
OBAMA: | think one of the -
WARREN: | think --

OBAMA: Right, exactly. I'm getting the cues. I'mttjeg the cues. One of the most important jobs of,
believe the Supreme Court is to guard againstriceoachment of the executive branch on the other, t
power of the other branches.

WARREN: OK.

OBAMA: And | think that he has been a little bibtavilling and eager to give an administration,
whether it's mine or George Bush's, more power thilamk the Constitution originally intended.

WARREN: OK. The role of faith-based organizes, régmll says 80 percent of Americans think faith-
based organizations do a better job at communitycess than the government, helping addictions, you
know, [ applause ] all the different homelessnpsserty, things like that. The civil rights act'6#

says that faith-based organizations have a righireopeople who believe like they do. Would yosish
that faith-based organizations forfeit that rightitcess federal funds?

OBAMA: Well, first of all, I think you're aware oRastor Rick, that | gave a speech earlier thisnsem
promoting faith-based initiatives. | think that wleould have an all hands on deck approach when it
comes to issues like poverty and substance abusasasomebody who got my start out of college
working with churches, who are trying to deal witle devastation of steel plants closing in thelsout
side of Chicago, | know the power of faith-basestitations to get stuff done. What | have saichatt
when it comes, first of all, to funding faith-basagjanizations, they are always free to hire whoeve
they want, when it comes to their own mission, Wwpastor is, various ministries, that they want t
set up, but, and this has been a longstanding rule.

WARREN: College Christians?

OBAMA: Yes, absolutely. When it comes to the pragsahat are federally funded, then we do have to
be careful to make sure that we are not creatsigiation where people are being discriminatedrejai
using federal money. That's not new. That's a qunbat was true under the Clinton administration.
That was true under the Bush administration. Theeein 95 percent of the circumstances, it's not a
issue because people are careful about how thethegends. There are some tough issues. Five
percent of the situations where people might sagrit to hire somebody of my faith for a programt tha
is fully funded by the federal government and weffering services to the public, and my --

WARREN: In relief, like in Katrina.
OBAMA: Right.

WARREN: If | took people to Katrina, and | wantedtire some people to do relief, if | took federal
money to help in that relief, | wouldn't be ablesty, | only want people who believe like we do.



OBAMA: Well, you know, it's one of those situatiowbiere the devil's in the details. | think gensrall
speaking, faith-based organizations should nodvarstaged or disadvantaged when it comes to getting
federal funds, by virtue of the fact that theyadH-based organizations. They just want a leveyipg

field. But what we do want to make sure of is st general principle we're not using federal ifugd

to discriminate, but that is only when it comeshe narrow program that is being funded by the rfade
government. That does not affect any of the otherstnies that are being taken, that are takinggla

WARREN: OK. Let's go to education. America rightincanks 19th in high school graduations. We're
first in incarcerations.

OBAMA: Not good.
WARREN: Not good. 80 percent of Americans receptijled said they believe in merit pay. Now, for

teachers, do you - I'm not asking do you thinkedichers should get a raise. Do you think better
teachers should be paid better? They should benpaiid than poor teachers?

OBAMA: | think that we should - and I've said tlusblicly, that we should set up a system of
performance pay for teachers, negotiated with tex@chvorked with the teachers to figure out the
assessments, so that they feel like they're beiahggd fairly, it's not at the whim of the principahat

it's not simply based on a single high stakes stahred test but the basic notion that teachirag is
profession, that teachers are underpaid, so wetogealy them all more, but - and create a higher
baseline, but then we should also reward excellence

WARREN: Reward excellence.

OBAMA: | think that is a concept that all of us st embrace. [ applause |

WARREN: OK. Taxes, this is a real simple questiafine rich. [ laughter ] | mean give me a number,
Is it $50,000, $100,000, 200,000? Everybody keelydng about who we're going to tax. How can you
define that?

OBAMA: You know, if you've got book sales of $25loin, then you qualify.

[ laughter ] [ applause ]

OBAMA: Yes.

WARREN: No, I'm not asking about me.

OBAMA: Look, the - here's how I think about it. Hés how | think about it. And this is reflectednny
tax plan. If you are making $150,000 a year or,lassa family, then you're middle class or you thay
poor. But $150,000 down you're basically middless|abviously depends on the region where you're
living.

WARREN: In this region, you're poor.

OBAMA: Yes, well - depending. | don't know what hsig practices are going. | would argue that if
you're making more than $250,000, then you're éntdp three percent, four percent of this country.



You're doing well. Now, these things are all relatiAnd I'm not suggesting that everybody is making
over $250,000 is living on easy street. But thestjoa that | think we have to ask ourselves igyef
believe in good schools, if we believe in good spiéwe want to make sure that kids can go toegs|

if we don't want to leave a mountain of debt far tiext generation. Then we've got to pay for these
things, they don't come for free, and it is irresgble.

| believe it is irresponsible intergenerationally tis to invest or for us to spend $10 billion anthicon a
war and not have a way of paying for it. That,ihkhis unacceptable. So nobody likes to pay takes.
haven't sold 25 million books but I've been sellsogne books lately, and so | write a pretty bigoghte
Uncle Sam. Nobody likes it. What | can say is urtberapproach I'm taking, if you make $150,000 or
less, you will see a tax cut. If you're making $280 a year or more, you're going to see a modest
increase. What I'm trying to do is create a sef$alance, and fairness in our tax code. One thing
think we can all agree on, is that it should bepdemso that you don't have all these loopholeskagd
stacks of stuff that you've got to comb throughicllwastes a huge amount of money and allows
special interests to take advantage of thingsdidihary people cannot take advantage of.

WARREN: OK. We'll be right back.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

WARREN: Welcome back to the Saddleback Civil Formmthe presidency. In this last section, | want
us to talk about America's responsibility to thstmaf the world. We are the most blessed natidhen
world, and we're blessed to be a blessing, to whoh is given, much is required. So let me - jes$
go down some of the issues, international issuest thing, let's just talk about war. As an Amari¢
what's worth dying for? What's worth having sacafof the American lives for?

OBAMA: Well, obviously American freedom, Americaineés, America's national interests. You know,
| was just with my family on vacation in Hawaii andited the place where my grandfather is laid to
rest, the Punch Bowl National Cemetery.

WARREN: Punch Bowl, yes.

OBAMA: And then went out to Arizona, out in Pearhitdor and you're reminded of the sacrifices that
have been made on behalf of our freedom. And ktthat is a solemn obligation that we all have. |
think that we also have forged alliances with caest NATO being a prime example, where we have
pledged to act militarily for the common defensmttis in our national interest and that is sonmgthi
that | think we have to abide by.

WARREN: What would be the criteria that you woutdhamit troops to end the genocide, for instance,
it's like what's going on in Darfur or could happerGeorgia or anywhere else?

OBAMA: You know - | don't think that there is a ldaand fast line at which you say, OK, we are going
in. I think it is always a judgment call. | thinkét the basic principle has to be that we havetitimour
power to prevent mass killing and genocide, anad¢arework in concert with the international
community to prevent it, then we should act.

Now, we have to do so - [ applause | we have tealel think that international component is very
critical. We may not get 100 percent agreement.



WARREN: The war without U.N. approval?

OBAMA: Yes, absolutely, but | think you take an exale like Bosnia, when we went in and
undoubtedly saved lives. We did not have U.N. apgltdout there was a strong international case that
had been made that ethnic cleansing was taking p#ac under those circumstances, when we have it
within our power, we should, you know, we shoukktaction.

WARREN: OK. This one is dear to my heart. Most deajon't know that there are 148 million orphans
in the world. 148 million kids growing up withoutatnmies and dads. They don't need to be in an
orphanage. They need to be in families. But afiédmilies can't afford to take these kids in. Webul

you be willing to consider and even commit to dosiegne kind of emergency plan for orphans, like
President Bush did with AIDS, almost a presidegi'grgency plan for orphans, to deal with this i8sue

OBAMA: | cheated a little bit. | actually looked titis idea ahead of time, and | think it is a giidag. |
think it's something that we should sit down amlife out, working between non-governmental
organizations, you know, national institutions, th&. government and try to figure out what can we
do. | think that part of our plan, though, has ¢9 lhow do we prevent more orphans in the firstglac
and that means that we're helping to build a puia&lth infrastructure around the world, that we ar
you know, building on the great work that you, &@ydhe way, this president has done when it commes t
AIDS funding around the world. | think it helpaml'often a critic of President Bush, but | think the
PETFAR program has saved lives and has done veny work and he deserves enormous credit for
that.

WARREN: Religious persecution, what do you thin& th.S. should do to end religious persecution, for
instance, in China, in Irag, and in many of ourpsaged allies? I'm not just talking about persecutib
Christianity, but there's religious persecutionuaue the world that persecutes millions of people.

OBAMA: Well, 1 think the first thing we have to ds to bear witness and speak out, and not pretend
that it's not taking place. You know, our relatibiswith China, for example, is a very complicatete.
You know, we're trading partners. Unfortunatelg\tlare now lenders to us because we haven't been
taking care of our economy the way we need to denlt think any of us want to see military cortflic
with China.

So we want to manage this relationship and mowva hé the world community as a full partner, but
we can't purchase that by ignoring the very reas@cutions, persecutions that are taking placesand
having an administration that is speaking out,ijann international forums, where we can point out
human rights abuses, and the absence of religregddm, that, | think, is absolutely critical. Oviene,
what we are doing is setting up new norms and iorgatuniversal principle that people's faith and
people's beliefs have to be protected.

And as you said, it's not just Christians, and wggt to make sure, you know, one thing | thinkesy
important for us to do on all of these issues ike&a by example. That's why I think it's so impattfor
us to have religious tolerance here in the UniteedeS. That's why it's so important for us, wheranee
criticizing other countries about rule of law to keasure that we're abiding by rule of law, and laabe
corpus, and we're not engaging in torture, becthategives us a moral standing to talk about these
other issues.

WARREN: OK. Another issue, the third largest ane flistest growing criminal industry in the world is
human trafficking. $32 billion a year. A lot of gae don't know that there are about 27 million geop



living in slavery right now. Many of them in sexafiicking than any others. How do we speak out and
how do you plan to do something about that?

OBAMA: This has to be a top priority and this isamea where we've already seen bipartisan agreement
on this issue. What we have to do is to createehaetiore effective tools for prosecuting those \alh®
engaging in human trafficking and we have to da within our country. Sadly, there are thousands

who are trapped in various forms of enslavement leour country.

Oftentimes young women who are caught up in prgsiin. So we've got to give prosecutors the tools
to crack down on these human trafficking netwohkiernationally, we've got to speak out and we've
got to forge alliances with other countries to shatelligence, to roll up the financing networksi are
involved in them. It is a debasement of our comrnemanity, whenever we see something like that
taking place.

WARREN: OK. In a minute, in one minute, becausadw you could take the entire hour on this, tell
me in a minute why you want to be president.

OBAMA: You know, | remember what my mother usedélb me. | was talking to somebody a while
back and | said the one time that she would gélyraagry with me is if she ever thought that | was
being mean to somebody, or unfair to somebody.s8ltk imagine standing in their shoes. Imagine
looking through their eyes. That basic idea of ettmpaand that, | think, is what's made America sec
is that notion, that everybody has got a shot.dfsse somebody down and out, if we see a kid whid ca
afford college, that we care for them, too.

And | want to be president because that's the Araérbelieve in and | feel like that American dreism
slipping away. | think we are at a critical junauEconomically, | think we are at a critical juune.
Internationally, we've got to make some big decisinot just for us for the next generation and eepk
on putting it off. And unfortunately, our politits broken and Washington is so broken, that we can'
bring together people of goodwill to solve theseomwn problems. | think | have the ability to build
bridges across partisan lines, racial, regionaislito get people to work on some common sense
solutions to critical issues and | hope that | hidnesopportunity to do that.

[ applause ]

WARREN: I'm going to skip over a couple of theskestimportant ones and just ask you, what do you
say to people who opposed me asking you theseigug3tThat will be the last one.

OBAMA: These are the kinds of forums that we needgre we have a conversation, and | think based
on -- [ applause ] -- based on these conversatibasimerican people can make a good judgment. |
mean, one of the things, if you're a person ohflite me, | believe that things will work out ane

will get the president that we need. What you wendugh, is just to make sure that people have good
information, that they're not just consuming negatids or the kind of nasty tit-for-tat that hasdiee

SO common in politics.

You know, | want people to know me well and | wpabple - I'm sure John McCain feels the same
way. And that if we are both known and people kwadvere we stand on issues. You know, | trust in the
American people. They're going to make a good dwetisnd we're going to be able to solve the big
problems that we face.



WARREN: OK. I've got 30 seconds. What would you tie¢ American public if you knew there
wouldn't be any repercussions?

[ laughter ]

OBAMA: Well, you know what | would tell them? Isd@hsolving big problems, like for example,
energy, is not going to be easy and everybodyiisggo have to get involved. And we are going to
have to all think about how are we using energyawdficiently and there's going to be a price tg jpa
transitioning to a more energy- efficient economy dealing with issues like climate change. Andef
pretend like everything is free, and there's noiee involved, then we are betraying the traditiof
America.

| think about my grandparents' generation, cominigod a depression, fighting World War 11, you
know, they've confronted some challenges we caat @nagine. If they were willing to make sacriice
on our behalf, we should be able to make somefgasion behalf of the next generation.
WARREN: Senator, thank you.

OBAMA: Thank you.

WARREN: Would you stand? Would you stand? And th&ekator Barack Obama.

OBAMA: Thank you. Thank you.

WARREN: Thank you.

OBAMA: Thank you so much.

WARREN: And while you're still standing, would yetelcome at the same time Senator John McCain,
would you welcome him, as he comes out here.

Hi, John. Good to see you.

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Gootb see you.
WARREN: Thank you guys. Thank you so much.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

RICK WARREN, PASTOR, SADDLEBACK CHURCH: Welcome Bato the "Saddleback Civil
Forum on the Presidency."

And welcome, Senator John McCain.
SEN. JOHN MCCAIN, (R), PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE: Th&nyou. Good to be here.
WARREN: My first question, was the cone of silelmoenfortable you were in just now?

MCCAIN: | was trying to hear through the wall.



WARREN: This first set of questions deals with leeship and the personal life of leadership. Thst fir
guestion, who are the three wisest people thakypow that you would rely on heavily in an
administration?

MCCAIN: First one, | think, would be General DaRetraeus, one of the great military leaders in
American history, who took us from defeat to vigtar Iraq, one of the great leaders (inaudible).

Fourth of July a year ago, Senator Lindsay Grahaahl avere in Baghdad. Six hundred and eighty-eight
brave young Americans, whose enlistment had expawdre in reenlistment to stay and fight for
freedom. Only someone like General David Petraeukianotivate someone like that.

| think John Lewis. John Lewis was at the Edmuntti$Bridge, had his skull fractured, continued to
serve, continues to have the most optimistic oltllmout America. He can teach us all a lot aboait th
meaning of courage and commitment to causes griaterour self- interest.

Meg Whitman, Meg Whitman, the CEO of eBay. Meg Witah, 12 years ago, there were five
employees. Today, they're 1.5 million people thakena living off eBay in America, in the worldsit'
one of these great American success stories. Atitese economic challenges times, we need to gall o
the wisdom and knowledge, the background of peldeMeg Whitman, who have been able to make
such a great success such as eBay part as thecaméoiklore.

WARREN: OK, let me ask you this. This is a charagieestion.
MCCAIN: | hope they get easier.

WARREN: Well, this one isn't any easier. We've hddt of leaders, because of their weaknesses,
character flaws, stumble, become ineffective, ateemen serving anymore, serving our country. Vghat'
been your greatest moral failure, and what has beegreat -- what do you think is the greatestahor
failure of America?

MCCAIN: They don't get any easier.
WARREN: No, they don't get any easier.

MCCAIN: My greatest moral failing -- and | have Ipe@ very imperfect person -- is the failure of my
first marriage. It's my greatest moral failure.

| think America's greatest moral failure has béldmwoughout our existence, perhaps we have not
devoted ourselves to causes greater than oumgetest, although we've been at the best at it of
everybody in the world.

| think after 9/11, my friends, instead of tellipgople to go shopping or take a trip, we shouldehald
Americans to join the Peace Corps, AmeriCorpsnthigary, expand our volunteers, expand what
you're doing -- (APPLAUSE) -- expand what you'rengdp expand the current missions that you are
doing, that you are carrying out here in Americd #imoughout the world, in Rwanda. And | hope we
have a chance to talk about that later on.

And you know -- a little pandering here. The figirds of your very successful book is "this is not



about you." you know what that also means? Sepaiae greater than your self-interest.

WARREN: John, you know that a lot of good legislatdies because of partisan politics, and party
loyalty keeps people from really getting forwardpriting America's best first. Can you give me an
example of where you led against your party's g -- oh, this is hard -- (LAUGHTER) -- and rgall
maybe against your own best interests for the gdddnerica?

MCCAIN: You know, by a strange coincidence -- (LAHGER) -- | was not elected Miss Congeniality
again in the United States Senate. | don't know.wHdgn't know why. | don't know why.

Climate change, out of control spending, tortune, list goes on, on a large number of issues thavé
put my country first and I've reached across tekeabut I'd probably have to say that one of times
that probably was one of the most trying was, wheas first a member of Congress, and I'm a new
freshman in the House of Representatives and wggl bnd dedicated to President Reagan, whom |
still think is one of the great, great president&merican history -- (APPLAUSE) -- who won the @ol
war without firing a shot, in the words of Margafdtatcher. He wanted to send troops to Beirut for a
peacekeeping mission. My knowledge and my backgtaoald me that a few hundred Marines in a
situation like that could not successfully carry any kind of peacekeeping mission. And | thougletyt
were going into harm's way. Tragically, as manyai recall, there was a bombing in the Marine
barracks and well over 100 brave Marines gave tiveis. But it was tough, that vote, because | went
against the president | believed in, and the phiay believed that maybe | was disloyal very earlgpny
political career.

WARREN: There's a verse in the Bible that saydligent people look for ideas, in fact, they seatah

them. What is the most significant position that'ye held, ten years ago, that you know longer hold
today. | think the point I'm trying to make is theaders are not stubborn. They do change theid min

with additional information.

So give me a good example of something, ten yagrsymu said that's the way | feel about and now,
ten years later, | changed my position. That'Sliflopping. Sometimes that's growing in wisdom.

MCCAIN: Offshore drilling, we've got to drill nowra got to drill here and we've got to be (inaudible
(APPLAUSE).

And | know that there's some here in California thiaagree -- (LAUGHTER) -- that disagree with that
position. Could | also mention very seriously abihig issue. My friends, you know that this is a
national security issue. We're sending $700 bildgrear to countries that don't like us very mukbht
some of that money is ending up in the hands obttist organizations. We cannot allow this greatest
transfer of wealth in history and our national se@gwcontinuing to be threatened. (APPLAUSE).

And Rick, | know we've got a lot of issues to cobat let me say it. At the town hall meetings that

have every day, that's the issue on people's mirdergy. If | could take one, 30 seconds. Onejene’

got to do everything. We've got to do wind, tidelas, natural gas, hydrogen cars, hybrid carstretec
cars. And we have to have nuclear power in ordeedace greenhouse gas emissions, and save on our
energy costs.

By the way, in case you hadn't noticed it, the Enei80 percent. We love to imitate the French. 80
percent of their electricity is generated by nuclgawer. If they can do it and reprocess, we cam, t
my friends. And by the way, if you hadn't noticegt now have a pro-American president of France,



which shows if you live long enough, anything capben in America. (LAUGHTER).

WARREN: Well, you just took the -- | had that questlater on but now we don't have to ask it. Wéhat'
the most gut-wrenching decision you've ever hatatie? And what was the process that you used to
make it?

MCCAIN: It was long ago, and far away, in a prissamp in North Vietham. My father was a high-
ranking admiral. The Vietnamese came and said tt@ild leave prison early. And we had a code of
conduct. It said you only leave by order of captlig@so had a dear and beloved friend, who wa® fro
California, named Ebb Alvarez, who had been shetrdbefore me. But | wasn't in good physical
shape. In fact, | was in rather bad physical sh&pd.said no. Now, in interest of full disclosure)
happy I didn't know the war was going to last foother three years or so.

But | said no, and I'll never forget sitting in Hagt answer, and the high-ranking officer offered i
slammed the door and the interrogator said, "G& bagour cell. It's going to be very tough on you
now." And it was. But not only the toughest deaisi@ver made, but | am most happy about that
decision, than any decision I've ever made in fiey (APPLAUSE).

WARREN: Great, great.

MCCAIN: Could I finally say, it took a lot of praye It took a lot of prayer.
WARREN: Great. We'll be right back with John McCaqi@8OMMERCIAL BREAK)
WARREN: Welcome back. Welcome back. And we're @tk Senator John McCain.

Now, John, in this next section we're going to talout world view. And | actually invited a couple
hundred thousand people of my personal friendend sne their questions. And these are heartland
guestions that came in from all over America. Ndtarehow you answer them, somebody's not going to
like them, because we have many world views, olshigun America. But let's walk through these
minefields together.

First, you've made no doubt about the fact thatareua Christian. You publicly say you're a followeé
Christ. What does that mean to you and how do#s f&rk out in your life on a daily basis? What gdoe
it mean to you?

MCCAIN: It means I'm saved and forgiven. We're itadkabout the world. Our faith encompasses not
just the United States of America but the worldnCeell you another story real quick?

WARREN: Sure.
(LAUGHTER)

MCCAIN: The Vietnamese kept us in prison in coratis of solitary confinement, or two or three to a
cell. They did that because they knew they couddkidown our resistance. One of the techniques that
they used to get information was to take ropest@nithem around your biceps, loop the rope around
your head and pull it down beneath your knees aadd you in that position. You can imagine it'syver
uncomfortable.



One night, | was being punished in that fashioh.oAkudden the door of the cell opened and thedua
came in. The guy who was just -- what we call the guard -- just walked around the camp with the
gun on his shoulder. He went like this and loosehedopes. He came back about four hours later and
tightened them up again and left.

The following Christmas, because it was Christmag @e were allowed to stand outside of our cell fo
a few minutes. In those days we were not allowegb®or communicate with each other, although we
certainly did. And | was standing outside, for neywfminutes outside at my cell. He came walking up.
He stood there for a minute, and with his sandaherdirt in the courtyard, he drew a cross and he
stood there. And a minute later, he rubbed it and, walked away.

For a minute there, there was just two Christiansshipping together. I'll never forget that moment.
(APPLAUSE). So every day.

WARREN: Let's go into the tough ones. That was gugimme.

MCCAIN: All right.

WARREN: Let's deal with abortion. |, as a pasta@yénto deal with this all the time, every different
angle, every different pain, all of the decisiond all of that. Forty million abortions since Roe v
Wade. Some people, people who believe that lifensesf conception, believe that's a holocaust for
many people. What point is a baby entitled to hunigints?

MCCAIN: At the moment of conception. (APPLAUSEhdve a 25-year pro-life record in the
Congress, in the Senate. And as president of tlited)Btates, | will be a pro-life president. Andsth
presidency will have pro-life policies. That's ngnemitment. That's my commitment to you.

WARREN: OK, we don't have to beleaguer on that @edfine marriage.

MCCAIN: A union -- a union between man and womagtween one man and one woman. That's my
definition of marriage.

Could | -- are we going to get back to the impocganf Supreme Court Justices or should I mention --
WARREN: We will get to that.

MCCAIN:

WARREN: You're jumping ahead (inaudible).

MCCAIN: When we speak of the issue of the rightth® unborn, we need to talk about judges. But,
anyway, go ahead.

WARREN: Let me ask you a question related to t&.have a bill right here in California, Propositio
H, that's going on, because the court overturrssdéfinition of marriage. Was the Supreme Court of
California wrong?

MCCAIN: | believe they were wrong, and | stronglypport preserving the unique status of marriage
between man and woman. And I'm a federalist. Evelithat states should make those decisions.



In my state, | hope we will make that decision, atfter states, they have to recognize the unicaiasst
between man and woman. And that doesn't mean ¢loglig can't enter into legal agreements. That
doesn't mean that they don't have the rights afiidlens. I'm not saying that. | am saying that we
should preserve the unique status of marriage legtwae man and one woman.

And if a federal court -- if a federal court deaddat my state of Arizona had to observe whasthee
of Massachusetts decided, then | would favor atgotisnal amendment. Until then, | believe thetasa
should make the decisions within their own states.

WARREN: OK. (APPLAUSE). All right.

Another issue, stem cells. We've had the scieriiigak-through of creating pluri-potent (ph) stestisc
through adult stem cells.

MCCAIN: Yes.

WARREN: So would you favor or oppose the federalding of embryonic stem cell research since we
had this other break-through?

MCCAIN: For those of us in the pro-life communityg has been a great struggle and a terrible
dilemma because we're also taught other obligatizaiswe have as well. I've come down on the sfde o
stem cell research. But | am wily optimistic thkinscell research, which is coming more and mote in
focus and practicability, will make this debatezaademic one.

WARREN: How about the issue of evil. | asked tHigaur rival, in the previous debate. Does evilsgxi
and, if so, should ignore it, negotiate it withagntain it or defeat it?

MCCAIN: Defeat it. A couple of points. One, if I'president of the United States, my friends, if Vda
to follow him to the gates of hell, | will get blraden and bring him to justice. | will do that. Ahd
know how to do that. | will get that done. (APPLAB)S No one, no one should be allowed to take
thousands of American -- innocent American lives.

Of course, evil must be defeated. My friends, wefacing the transcended challenge of the 21st
century -- radical Islamic extremism.

Not long ago in Baghdad, al Qaeda took two younghe who were mentally disabled, and put suicide
vests on them, sent them into a marketplace ancerbgte control, detonated those suicide vesthatf
isn't evil, you have to tell me what is. And wegang to defeat this evil. And the central batttegrd
according to David Petraeus and Osama bin Ladé ibattle, is Baghdad, Mosul, Basra and Iraq and
we are winning and succeeding and our troops with€ home with honor and with victory and not in
defeat. And that's what's happening.

And we have -- and we face this threat throughloeittorld. It's not just in Iraqg. It's not just in
Afghanistan. Our intelligence people tell us al @aeontinues to try to establish cells here inUhéed
States of America. My friends, we must face thigliemge. We can face this challenge. And we must
totally defeat it, and we're in a long strugglet Btnen I'm around, the young men and women who are
serving this nation in uniform, | have no doubtnao



WARREN: All right. These next questions have toldegh domestic issues. | believe that leaderskip i
stewardship, not ownership. And for a few yearsy'ngoasking to us place a stewardship or our freedo
and our security and our economy and the envirohiah everything into your hands. So here, | have
about 500 questions in this category.

The first one is on the courts. Which existing ®upe Court Justices would you not have nominated?
MCCAIN: With all due respect, Justice Ginsburg,tibesBreyer, Justice Souter, and Justice Stephens.

WARREN: Why? Tell me why. MCCAIN: Well, | think thahe president of the United States has
incredible responsibility in nominating people e tUnited States Supreme Court. They are lifetime
positions, as well as the federal bench. Thereheiltwo or maybe three vacancies. This nomination
should be based on the criteria of proven recdrdirictly adhering to the Constitution of the Usdt
States of America and not legislating from the ler@ome of the worst damage has been done by
legislating from the bench. (APPLAUSE).

And by the way, Justices Alito and Roberts are délvmy most recent favorites, by the way. They seall
are. They are very fine. (LAUGHTER). And I'm proofiPresident Bush for nominating them.

WARREN: All right, let's talk about the role of tatbased organizations. There was a recent pdll tha
came out, it said over 70 percent of Americansebelihat faith-based organizations do a betteajob
community services...

MCCAIN: Because Americans are right.

WARREN: ... than the government. You know, addizsichomelessness, poverty, all of these, prisoner
rehab, things like that. The Civil Rights Act oféBallows religious organizations, not just chuschat
faith-based organizations to keep and hire the lpabpt they believe share common beliefs with.

MCCAIN: Yes.
WARREN: Would you insist that faith-based organizas forfeit that right to access federal funds?

MCCAIN: Absolutely, not. And if you did, it would ean a severe crippling of faith-based
organizations and their ability to do things socassfully.

Life is full of anecdotes. And I'm sorry to tellyso many anecdotes. But | went to New Orleans afte
Katrina. The Resurrection Baptist church was doiamendous work with thousands of volunteers. I'm
sure probably from here at Saddleback, coordinaffayts of thousands of volunteers, including my
own church, the North Phoenix Baptist church, wame from all over America. And various
authorities, off the record, told me, off the restdhat they were doing so much more good than the
government organizations, that it was incredibled Alew Orleans could not have been on the path --
and they've got a long way to go -- on the patletovery if it hadn't have been for the faith-based
organizations who are still operating in New Orkeamuch to their credit, AND thank God.

WARREN: First in, last out.

MCCAIN: Yes.



WARREN: Let's talk about education. America ranR¢hlin high school graduations, but we're first in
incarcerations. Everybody says they want more adedility in schools.

MCCAIN: Um-hum.

WARREN: About 80 percent of America says they suppwerit pay for the best teachers. Now, | don't
want to hear your stump speech on education.

MCCAIN: Yes, yes, and find bad teachers another ihwork. (APPLAUSE).

WARREN: You know, we're going to end this, you'rswaering so quickly. You want to play a game of
poker?

MCCAIN: Can | -- choice and competition, choice ammnpetition, home schooling, charter schools,
vouchers, all the choice in competition. | wanlbek, | want everyone American family to have the
same choice that Cindy and | made and Senator Obath#rs. Obama made as well, and that was, we
wanted to send our children to the school of owia And charter schools work, my friends. Home
schooling works. Vouchers in our nation's capitatkg. We've got thousands of people in Washington,
D.C., that are applying for a voucher system. NewkYCity is reforming.

| go back to New Orleans. They were -- as we krtbe/tragedy devastated them. They have over 30
charter schools in the city of New Orleans, andsgwehat? It's all coming up. It's all coming ufs &
simple principle, but it's going to take dedicateen and women, particularly in the teaching protess
to make it happen.

And by the way, here -- | won't go any further, the point is, it's all based and it's being prothet
choice in competition for every American family. @it is the civil rights issue of the 21st century,
because every citizen's child now has an opposttioigo to school.

But what kind of opportunity is it if you send théma failing school? That's why we've got to give
everybody the same opportunity and choice.

WARREN: OK. All right, let's move on.
MCCAIN: You're sorry you mentioned that my answeese short, aren't you?

WARREN: No, no, actually, this is great becausealractually get to ask you a couple of extra
guestions, which are good. They're the "lightningus round" actually.

(LAUGHTER)

Ok, on taxes, define "rich." Everybody talks abt@xing the rich, but not the poor, the middle class
what point - give me a number, give me a specifimber - where do you move from middle class to
rich?

Is it $100,000, is it $50,000, is it $200,000? Hdwes anybody know if we don't know what the
standards are? MCCAIN: Some of the richest pedpdeelver known in my life are the most unhappy. |
think that rich should be defined by a home, a gobgdan education and the ability to hand to our
children a more prosperous and safer world thammtieethat we inherited.



| don't want to take any money from the rich --drnweverybody to get rich.
(LAUGHTER)

| don't believe in class warfare or re-distributmfithe wealth. But | can tell you, for examplegith are
small businessmen and women who are working 16sheday, seven days a week that some people
would classify as - quote - "rich,” my friends, amdnt to raise their taxes and want to raise {hayroll
taxes.

Let's have - keep taxes low. Let's give every fanimlAmerica a $7,000 tax credit for every chileéyh
have. Let's give them a $5,000 refundable tax ttedjo out and get the health insurance of their
choice. Let's not have the government take oveh#adth care system in America.

(APPLAUSE)
So, I think if you are just talking about incomewhabout $5 million?
(LAUGHTER)

But seriously, | don't think you can - | don't tkiseriously that - the point is that I'm tryingrteake
here, seriously -- and I'm sure that comment véldistorted -- but the point is that we want togkee
people's taxes low and increase revenues.

And, my friend, it was not taxes that mattered mekica in the last several years. It was spending.
Spending got completely out of control. We spenheyoin way that mortgaged our kids' futures.

(APPLAUSE)

My friends, we spent $3 million of your money tady the DNA of bears in Montana. Now | don't
know if that was a paternity issue or a criminglis...

(LAUGHTER)

... but the point is, it was $3 million of your m@n It was your money. And, you know, we laugh @bou
it, but we cry - and we should cry because the @Gasgjis supposed to be careful stewards of your tax
dollars.

So what did they just do in the middle of an enexgsis when in California we are paying $4 a gallo
for gas? Went on vacation for five weeks. | guagantou, two things they never miss - a pay raiskaan
vacation -- and we should stop that and call thaokland not raise your taxes. We should not and
cannot raise taxes in tough economic times.

So, it doesn't matter really what my definition'n€h" is because | don't want to raise anybody®s. |
really don't. In fact, | want to give working Ameains a better shot at having a better life, andlve
know the challenges, my friends, if | could be cesi.

Americans tonight in California and all over Amexiare sitting at the kitchen table -- recently and
suddenly lost a job, can't afford to stay in th@me, education for their kids, affordable healihec



These are tough problems. These are tough probMoostalk to them every day...
WARREN: All the time.

MCCAIN: ... everyday. My friends, we've got to gitreem hope and confidence in the future. That's
what we need to give them, and | can inspire tHeran lead, and | know that our best days are abtad
us.

(APPLAUSE)
WARREN: All right. Thank you.

Now, we've got a couple minutes left in this settidere's a security question | didn't get to viddn.
Obama. We didn't have enough time. When is out tmbprivacy, when our right to privacy and our
right to national security collide?

MCCAIN: It does...
WARREN: How do you decide what takes precedent?

MCCAIN: It does collide, and there are always cotmgepriorities. We must preserve the privacy of al
of our citizens as much as possible because tloaitei®f the fundamental and basic rights we have -
and, by the way, including a secret ballot for intwganizers, a secret ballot, not a ballot thatesme
comes around and signs you up.

That's a different subject, but the point is thativave now had technological advances over th@ast
or 30 years in communications that are remarkabie remarkable ability that our enemies have to
communicate, so we have to keep up with that céipabi

| mean, there are too many ways - through cybeespad through other ways - that people are able to
communicate with one another. So we are going ve kastep up our capabilities to monitor those.
Sometimes there are calls from outside the UnitateS, inside the United States. There are allskofd
communications of every different kind.

So you need Congress to work together. You neadieigary that will review these laws that we pass;
and at the same time, it's just an example of ailure to sit down, Republican and Democrat, andkwo
these things out together for the good of the natisecurity instead of this constant fighting, ethi
according to our director of national intelligenaatil we finally reached an agreement not long,ago
was compromising our ability to keep America frottaek. And so, there is a constant tension; it is
changing with changes in technology, and we hawgtap up with it.

WARREN: We'll be right back with Sen. John McCain.
(APPLAUSE)
(COMMERICAL BREAK)

WARREN: Welcome back to Saddleback's Civil Foruntlom Presidency, and we are here with Sen.
John McCain.



John, these last questions are about America'sme#plity to the world. We are without a doubt the
most blessed nation in the world. We are blessd&® ta blessing, and the Bible says to whom much is
given much has been required. So | want to talkiaimbat is our stewardship to everybody else, and
let's first talk about freedom and war. As an Aroani, what is worth dying for, and what is worth
committing American lives for?

MCCAIN: Freedom -- our national security, our seéiyuas a nation. Wars have started in obscure
places that have enveloped us. We also must tetimgiewith the ability to effectively and benefidial
cause the outcome that we want.

In other words, there is tyranny and there is tigglroughout the world -- and we can't right every
wrong, but we can do what America has done througbor history, and that is be a beacon of hope
and liberty and freedom for everyone in the worlds Ronald Reagan used to quote, "a shining aity o
a hill."

And so there are conflicts that we can't settlee firfost precious asset we have is American bloatl, an
throughout our history Americans have gone toall fcorners of the world and shed that blood in
defense of someone else's freedom. No other nati@arth has ever done that, but we have also
succeeded in other ways.

We won the Cold War, as | mentioned earlier, withfoing a shot because of our ideology that
communism was wrong and evil and we can defepist,as we can defeat radical Islamic extremism.

Can we talk just a second about the latest in Ga®rg
WARREN: Let me ask you this: What would be theesid for which you would commit troops to...
MCCAIN: American national security interests arectitened.

WARREN: ...  understand that, but what about fjemocide in Darfur, or if mass killings took plane
Georgia?

MCCAIN: Our obligation is to stop genocide wherewar can. We all know about Rwanda. No one
knows that better than you and the Saddleback @Ghuho have been so active. By the way, Cindy was
just there with Mike Huckabee and Dr. Bill Fristdalmave seen what the women of Rwanda are doing.
The women are taking charge of the future of Rwaretause they're saying "Never again,"” and they
are doing an incredible job.

(APPLAUSE)

Darfur our most respected former Secretary of STalen Powell called genocide some years ago. The
guestion is how can we effectively stop it? Andiolbgly we've got to do more, and we've got todry t
marshal the forces all over the world to join us.

| think one of the things we ought to explore moaeefully is us supplying the logistics and equipine
and the aid, and the African countries step forwaittl the personnel to enforce a genuine ceaséffise.

a very complicated situation, as you know, but eejot to be committed to never saying "never again”
again. Now...



WARREN: Now, but what about, you know, you are sgdRussia re- assert itself in Georgia and
maybe now Poland. What's happening?

MCCAIN: | am very saddened here to be with you taikl about Russian re-emergence in the
centuries-old ambition of the Russian Empire to ohaite that part of the world -- killings, murder,
villages are being burned, people are being wantgjelcted from their homes, the latest figures from
human rights organizations 118,000 people in timtiscountry. It was one of the earliest Christian
nations. The king of then-Georgia in the third ceptconverted to Christianity. You go to Georgiaan
you see these old churches that go back to tharnktibth century.

My friends, the president -- the present, Saakdisis/a man who is educated in the United Stafes o
America on a scholarship. He went back to Geoand, with other young people who had also received
an education, they achieved a revolution. Theydeadocracy, prosperity and a great little natior, an
now the Russians are coming in there in an acjgfesssion, and we have to not only bring about
ceasefire, but we have to have honored one of it fundamental rights of any nation, and that is
territorial integrity.

We must respect the entire territory of Russiacueg me - the Russians must respect the entire
territorial integrity of Georgia -- and there's pdl million people in Georgia, my friends. I've bee
there. It is a beautiful little country. They arenderful people.

They are suffering terribly now, and there are ttlzer aspects of this, very quickly. One of them --
don't think it was an accident that the presenddtbtiania -- the presidents - Lithuania, Latviatdhia,
Poland and Ukraine - flew to Thilisi to show thealidarity with the president of Georgia becausyth
all have something in common with Georgia. Thegdiwinder Russian domination for a long period of
time.

Second of all, of course, it is about energy. Tiseaa oil pipeline that goes across Georgia thatnii
now had not been controlled by the Russians, agdriend, energy the Russians are using as a
tremendous lever against the Europeans.

So keep them in your prayers. Let's get the huraaait aid as quickly as possible to them and sead t
message to the Russians that this behavior iscaepgable in the 21st century.

(APPLAUSE)

WARREN: Related to that, America's responsibilitythe world, religious persecution - what would
you do in your administration to end -- put pressom the Chinese and Iraq and all the other places,
called allies of ours, that will allow - will notlaw religious freedom, whether it's Christian aryaother
faith?

MCCAIN: The President of the United States' graadsset is the bully pulpit. The president of the
United States -- and | go back again to Ronald Readne went to the Berlin Wall and said, "Take
down this wall," called them an "evil empire."

Many said don't antagonize the Russians, don'tecausnfrontation with the Soviet Union. He stood
for what he believed, and he said what he belieard,he said to those people who were then captive
nations, the day will come when you will know freed and democracy and the fundamental rights of



man.

Our Judeo-Christian principles dictate that we d@twve can to help people who are oppressed
throughout the world, and I'd like to tell you thaitill think that even in the worst places in therld
today, in the darkest corners, little countrieg lgelarus - they still harbor this hope and dreemeday
to be like us and have freedom and democracy.

And we have our flaws, and we have our failingsl we talk about them all the time, and we should,
but we remain, my friends, the most unusual expaminm history, and I'm privileged to spend every
day of my life in it. | know what it's like to beithiout it.

(APPLAUSE)

WARREN: John, most people don't know that thereld& million orphans in the world growing up
without parents.

What should we do about this, and would you beinglto consider or even commit to something
similar to the President's Emergency Plan for AlB®hich he said AIDS is an emergency -- a
PEPFAR. Could we do a PEPFAR for the emergencyfolah48 million orphans?

Most of these - they don't need to grow up in onatygs. They need to be in families, and many of
those families could take them in if they had sddime of assistance.

MCCAIN: Well, | think we have to make adoption & é&asier in this country. That's why so many
people go to other countries to get - to be abkedtapt children.

(APPLAUSE) My great hero and role model Teddy Reeftevas the first modern American president
to talk about adoption and how important it wag] Bpromise you this is my last story.

Seventeen years ago Cindy was in Dhaka, Bangla@é&shwent to Mother Teresa's orphanage. The
nuns brought her two little babies who were nohgdp live. Cindy came home. | met her at the
airplane. She showed me this 5-week-old baby aidgl "$deet your new daughter.” She's 17, and our
life is blessed - and that's what adoption is ladid.

(APPLAUSE)

WARREN: All right, you've got one minute to answiis one, and that is, why do you want to be
president?

MCCAIN: | want to inspire a generation of Americansserve a cause greater than their self-interest.
believe that America's best days are ahead ofutid,diso believe that we face enormous challenges,
both national security and domestic, as we havedaut in the last few days in the case of Georgia.

And | want to be - make sure that everybody undeds that this is a time to come together.
Throughout my life from the time | was 17 and rdisey hand and was sworn in as a midshipman at the
United States Naval Academy, I've always put myntoufirst. | put my country first when | had the
honor of serving in the military, and | had the boof serving my - putting my country first as a

member of the House of Representatives and thedritied States Senate.



America wants hope. America wants optimism. Ameweants us to sit down together. | have a record
of reaching across the aisle and working with tteoparty, and | want to do that, and | believe| a
said, that Americans feel it is time for us to put country first.

And we may disagree on a specific issue -- andr'tweveal them now...

(LAUGHTER)

... but I want every American to know that wheroltg Gee's Bend, Alabama, and meet the African-
American women there who are so wonderful and ig\aa experience I'll never forget, and when | go
to places where | know they probably won't voterfa, | know that my job is to tell them that I'# the
president of every American and I'll always put coyntry first.

(APPLAUSE)

WARREN: Thank you. Thank you. All right, 20 secorielf.

What would you say to people who oppose me askingtlyese questions in a church?

MCCAIN: | say to them that I'd like to be in evargnue in America. This is an important - this is a
very important election. Our nation was foundedlodeo-Christian values and principles.

I'm happy to be here in a church. I'm happy tod&e In a place that with your programs such as
PEACE, such as your help throughout the world, saschiour outreach to so many thousands of
Americans. I'm honored to be here, and | thank you.

WARREN: Would you stand and welcome - thank SehnddcCain?

(APPLAUSE)

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

WARREN: ... America is the freedom of speech - etlenfreedom to protest this meeting. That's a
good thing. But we have to learn how to have divil our civilization, how to stop being rude, hoov

stop demonizing each other, how to have a discnssid a debate because we all want America to be a

greater place.

God bless you.



